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cultural interests, notwithstanding the present de- | exiract, besides the one we have designated, show-
pression of the grain market, is‘improving rapidly. | '8 the great igoorance of the writer as io the na-
This is a well founded hope, if the state of the re- ' 'VT€ of your institutions, and the relative weight,
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other journals of the *croaking™ school, say that | . ine Morning Chronicle, which has lately in-
the severest trial-time has not yet come, and that clined to be more vituperative than argumentative,
the results of free trade on the farming interests will and has, in its zeal to serve a party, ceased to be
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afraid that both farmers and laborers are suffering ai presiding genius—the advocate of mankind—has an
present, but there is every reason to hope that such 2ricle headed * Sir Henry Bulwer and the Ame-
suffering will be only very temporary, being the | :-u:an Protectionists,” in which it speaks of the
unavoidable consequence of a change of policy, ' #M3ZINg ignorance of public law which led the
that change being from an erroneous, partial, and | American people into many absurdities, and their
unjust course, to a judiciovs, liberal, and equitable ‘ TUlers into a few scrious mistakes.” As the
one. ‘The Protectionists have more than once made | Witer does not inform us in what this ignorance,
an assertion that British cotton and woollen many-  #0d these absurdities and nistakes consisted, he
factures were still protected by duties 10 the extent  40€s not furnish the means of removing the one, or
of ten per cent. A return, made on the motion of cu::;‘icung the other. :
Mr. Hume, proves the fallacy of this assertion. ! e town of Liverpool has hegun 1o take its
This return shows that the revenue collected from Share in the great exhibition of 1851. It purposes
imported manufactures of all kinds during 1849, U Prepare a model of its docks, exhibiting the whole length
and which amoumt indicates the extent of protec- °f he present sea-wall (five miles) and the commercial por-
tion to those of home production, was £476,476 ; tion of the town, inclading St. George's Hall, the Railway
while on imported agriculural produce of every | Stations, the Markets, Custom House, Town Hall, several
kind, the amount thus collected in the form of im- Churches, and the greater portion of the Warehouses, on o
port duties was £1,062,506, of which the duty on | scale of eight feet to a mile. It is also proposed 1o exbibit a
corn was na less than £637,814, that on all other | comprebensive collection of the principal articles imported into
articles £424,692, ' | Liverpool, with an appropriate description of each.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in reply to| Our Grain market is siill furiher depressed. The wool
Lord Duxcax, in relation to the window tax, stated | and timber trades aré brisk. Silk very inactive, Cotton ahout
that the tux could not be said to bear oppressively ' the same, but, if any change, a little in sdvence. Coffoe is
upon the poorer classes of society, nor to have an | the sulject of much speculation, but not much increased in
Impedmg efleet upon projected sanilary improve- | price. The adulteration of coffee by chiccory is immense.
ment, since © out of the three millions and a half of A respectable grocer, in a fashionable watering place, gives
“ houses in the country, only half a million were | the following proportions : For the **shilling cnffce,” ihe
: liable lf}r the \":i;‘-l")w tax; the other three millions, ' chiccory was tothe ccflve as three £ one; for the “one and finsr
- aniiely exempt fom 10" The suntel oners | 2 84 oe to s, 0 hs e and igh penny,
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1ancellor of the Lxchequer said Government | in the sale of what is called coffee.

could not get on without s, : Mr. Huxe, in re- The deaths in London, during the past week, have slight-
ply. "‘?‘l_“" doubt that if’ Parliament repeaigd I.h'e ly diminished, having bren 1,124 ; they are, however, sti.l con.
tax, Ministers could very promptly reduce their esti- siderably above the average of the list ten years, which, al-
males 50 as to fall within the diminished revenue. | lowing for the incressed population, was 1,001. ’;’he wu;ber
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The Quarler’f Review, in its very specious but balminess of the ..ir. and the mild buwt? and natural objelcu
clever article * ﬂ:dafrom Figur_es." gives the fol- have a grateful i.fluence over leh m"_"] and bedy, which
lowing statement of the comparative amounts of Provably no sesson and no position can %0 fully produce as a
the exports and imporis of England, France, and *Priog-day in Eogland.

the United States, for two periods of four years The Continent of Europe is also, in a great mea-
each, in order to show that the imports of France sure, a blank. Fraxce atfords nothing new. The
have increased in a twolold proportion to those ol panic caused by the result of the late elections has,
England ; whilst the exports of France have in- ina great measure, subsided ; but, with the restless-
creased nearly five times as fast as those of Eng- vess characteristic of the French people, they are
land, and the exports of the United States ahout now full of anxiety about the next, which will take
twice as fast: place on the 28th instant. [t is not exactly known

I ronrs England, France. 1, Siates.  who will be the candidate for either party to supply

Av. from 1816 1. "20  £31,279,309 13,045,168 32,391,982 (he vacancy caused by the resignation of M. VipaLr.
I51010'44 £70 510,113 45,564,747 22,206,071 | Very liule importance is attached to the insult

! which the President received from the mob in the

........... 12+ per et et i . ’
Increare _.i percl 390 pes et __—Ig'-'—:_- Faubourg St. Antoine on Easter Monday. Itis
PBisoai regarded as an act of great imprudence for the head
Av.from 1816020 £40,211,055 17,420,900 12,900, 4%9 Lof the Government to drive in full uniform through
I840to "4 £52.256,963 41,242,251 20,448,221 | that quarter on a fair or festival day ; and the French

low i

A e Ry e . papers make allowance for the populace in such a

i __’12_!'_"5_"'_': _ | place on such a holyday. The indications, how-
ever, of the growing hostility of this .class of the

people of Paris 1o the existing Government, is not

We have not the meaps at hand of verifying these ’
figures ; but, us they are said 10 have been snpplied |

to be overlooked. ‘There is no doubt that, on both
sides, this hostility between the party which is re-
presented by the majority of the Assembly and of
France, and the Red faction, is very rapidly increasing in in-
tensity. No doubt, however, seems to be entertained of the
efficiency and fidelity of the troops in and about Paris, which
form an army of upwards of 60,000 men ; and the military
skill and intrepidity of General Cinaxeanxizn are the real
securities on which the protection of society depends. The
Paris manufacturers have lately received numerous ordcrs
from abroad, especially from Spain and Swilzerland, and the
operatives are in full employment. The accounts from the
provinces are also favorable. The markets of Havre and
Bordesux are more animated. The manufacturers of Rouen
are aleo fully employed. Several vessels are loading with
French produce for San Francisco. Agriculture is, however,
sadly depressed by the low prices of produce, which do not
receive any upward impulse by the satisfuctory appearance
of the growing crops. Vast quantities of wine and brandy
have arrived at the ports from the interior, and much business
is transacting in those articles. Burgundy wines have expe-
riénced g rise in consequence of lelters from Auxerre, announc-
ing that the wines of tha vintage of 1849 are becoming tart.
On the whole, the state of Fuaxdi would be very satisfactory,
could we feel a little more assurance of the permanence of po-
litical arrangements.

Srarn goes on reslizing the hopes we have lately very
gladly been indulging in. The reconciliation between
England and Spain i¢ positively esid to have been ef-
fected. Devoted as Spain has hitherto been to the in-
terests of the Holy Pontifi, she is now at loggerheads with
his Nuncio, and that too upon a point which sbows that,
though desirous of being the friend of the Pope, she will no
longer submit to his dic'ation in her home sffuirs, The
Nuncio had demanded that the religious communities, hitherto
the oppressive incubus and retarding pest of all the best inter-
esta of Spain, should be re-established, end that an ecclesias-
tical tribunal, dependant on the Holy See, should be created.
This demand the royal council of Spain refused ; it was re-
iteraie’, snd thereupon the Government stopped the enrol-
menl of the Papal legion in Spain. We wish w2 could see
any evidence of vitality in Ponrvcar. Eithe the Pors is
as whimsical and variable as a spoiled child, or the furcign
correspondents of the London press have bees sadly at fault
in obtaining reliable intelligence concerning dim and his in-
tentivns. The rumor now is, that His Hou xEsd has heen
hitherto preven'ed from leaving the Neapolian dominions
through the influence, if not the absoluie restraint, of the
King of Naples, and that the French autiorities at Rome
bave, at last, plainly intimated to his Majestr that, if any fur-
ther undue influence was exerted over the nind or person of
the Holy Father, the French fleet at Naple: would adopt very
summary measures towards the royal navy ind palace in that
ci'y. In consequence of this threat, it isnow aseerted (hat
Pio Nowo would bid adieu to his royal frend on Thursday
last, the 4th instant ; but whether he woud go to Rome, or
remain at Terracina, (a town in the Canpagna di Roma,
and part of the Papal States,) is a matter of doubt. Should
he stop short of Rome, it will clearly indinate that he cannot
yet trust the people of his capital. We bave no news from
any other part of Lialy.

_Genmaxy is still the arena of politizal cantrove}sy and
State management. The Berlin correspindent of the Times
says, **The present difficulties and dirisions of Germany
“ make the degree of union obtained under the old confedera-
‘tion appear as enviable, and a better defince against Russia
‘influence, than any thing at present likely to succeed it.”
This is a lamentable conclusion to arrive st; we trust, how
ever, that it is not the true one. 8o fa- as England and the
peace of Europe are concerned, this would be a most unfor-
tunate result. We are no friends to the undue ambition of
Prussia, or that of any other power; but we have a greater
dread of the imbecility of Austria, backed and er.coursged by
the influence of Russia. This has led us to look with sorrow
at the rapid defection of important Cferman States and King-
doms, from the confederation with Prussie, either to join
Avsrria in her maudlin attempts to restore the old regime,
or to form wild and impracticable plans of their own. As at
presenit advised, Austria, Bavaria, Wirtemberg, and Saxony,
with a German population of about 17,000,000, are banded
together to restore something approaching to the o'l German
Diet ; Hanover, Holstein, Luxembourg, Frankfort, and two
or three other minor Powers, with an aggregate German popu-
lation of about 3,000,000, remain neutral ; leaving Prussia,
with the remainder of Germany, and a German population of
about 22,500,000, to be represented, and act together at Er-
furt. The Parliament at Erfurt consists of an upper house
of 95 members, of which Prussia sends 40, and a lower
house of 224 members, of whom 158 are from Prussin,
Prussia bas, therefore, a mujority of 92 in the lower house,
and a majority of 77 on joint ballot. The Prussian confade-
ration is, however, threatened with the further defection of
Oidenburg, and Hesse, and Mecklenburg, The loss of Hesse
would be of the most important consequences to Prussia, be
cauge it would cut her off’ from her most valuable ally, Baden.
It was provided in the Prussian Constitution, that those Pow-
ers which accepted it, and afierwards separa'ed from the
Prussian [nion, should be tried by a federal tribunal. Prus-
sia has eummoncd Hanover before such a tribunal, which, if
the.business be persisted in, will most assuredly condemn her,
It then would ba for Prussia to occupy Hanover with her armies;
this she could accomplish in thenty-four hours, for she would,
probably, not meet with much opposition from the Hanove-
riane. But, it may fairly be asked, has Prussia the courage to
take this step? Woe think not. If Prussia were to occupy
Hamwover, the Austrians wouwld probably defend Saxony, by
marching an army into her country. It is not very likely

‘that any sheolute collision would ensue, but there would be

much harsh and tedious negotiation. Should Prussia refuse
to tske this decided attitude, she had better abandon all at-
temp's to establish a German league, for it would then be
evident that she had not the courage to carry forward her own
stipulations to their legitimate issue. The Prussian Ministers,
Manteuffel, Brandenburg, and Radowctchz, are all firm men,
and apparently determined to employ force. They have al-
ready recalled the Prussian Ambassadors flom the courts of
Hanover and Wirlemberg ; and the only uvisolved question is
the firmness of the King. If he have courage ke will carry
the day ; for Russia, notwithstarding her increase of force in
Poland, her menacing note to Prussia, and her dictatorial at.
titude, wiil not risk a war with Germany ; arnd a collision be-
tween Aus'ria and Pruesia would be the signal for the diaso
lution of the Ausirian Empire, and the rising of every one of |
her provinces. T'he most important opponent Prussia has in
Germany is Bavaria, as represented by her very talented Min-
ister Vox vxn Prontaw, who, if he had his way, would, by
his policy, defeat the objects of Prussia more than the armies
of Austria or the menacrs Russia would be atle todo. Von
der Plorten is an extreme liberal, and thought that Bavaria
might bid agai-st Prussia, by proposing n more liberal consti-
tution for Germany than that which Prus<ia has proclsimed.
But Vo der Plorten’s plan has been so metamorphcsed and
neutralized by Schwarizenburg and the Russian agents, that
it will no longer suit the Germans of the Piussian league,
for it is now more despotic than even the old German Diet
itself, which Austris would like to have re established ; be-
cause she could then retain the domination over the Empire,
and Russia would aid in re-establishing, because it would keep
Germany wesk. The great error which Prussia has com-
mitted, but which she may yet remedy, scems to be in hav
ing deperded vpon her army, and not upon the Prussian and
German people. If the reliance had been, or was now upon
the latter, the King might unhesitatingly defy all threats and
all the power of Austria and Russia united. .
Armin 12th.

German affairs now take another phase; Prassiy has with-
drawn her complaints, which took the form of an indictment
against Hanover and Baxony. This proceeding has been
adop'ed, we are told, in consequence of fresh proposals hav-
ing een made by the Austrian Goverument. The Cabinet
of Russia has als, it is said, addressed a very friendly note
to the Prussian and Austrian Governments, recommending &
more concilistory policy on both eid.s, and at the same time
masking no oljections whatever 1o the more intimate confede-
ration which the Prussian Government advoeates, Should
these rumors be currect, they change the whelg aspect of Ger-
man affairs, but have no beariog upon the correctness of the
opinions we hn' expressed.

There has been a very petty sort of quarrel betweon the
Emperor of Avstria and one of his miuisters, Dr. Bacn.
It appears that the young Emperor’s personal fricnd and fa-
vorite, Count Gni xxx, is in the habit of sttending all Cabi-

el councils whenever the Emperor is absent, snd sometimes

lof addressing the assembled ministers. On one of these oc-

casions, the Count concluded his address with the remark,
*“that is my opinion, and in that sense I shall vote.” Dr.
Bacu, Minister of the Interior, immediately replied :

““ My colleagues and mysell are here assembled as the re-
¢ sponsible advisers of the Crown; until now we have never
¢ olyjected to your presence, as you aitend here by the wish of
¢ the Emperor, in oider to inform bim of the progress and
¢ result of the deliberations which take place in his absence,
¢ nor have we objected to any remarks which you have made
¢ on these occasions; but when you express an intention of
* *voting ' in a particulur way, I feel it to be my duly, asa
¢ mioister and a member of ths Cabinet, to remind you that
"¢ your exceptional position in thess councils does not confer
‘ on you sny direet influence over our decisions; such a pro-
¢ ceeding on the part of any person not a member of the min-
¢ iatry, if permi'ted, would at once overturn the whole consti-
¢ :Jt:?aml machinery. We alone, the responsible advisers of
¢ thé Crown, are responsible to public opinion for the measures
¢ we may adopt, and cannot thereflore permit ourselves to be
¢ led astray by any improper iufluence. For myeelf, the ex-
¢ pression which you have been pléased to use compels me
¢ 10 enter the strongest protest ageinst your being permitted
¢ 10 address the council.”

Thenarrative continues: ‘“A discussionensued on this speech
of Bach's, in which the views of the Minister of the Interior
wure strenuously supported by Count Giulay, the Minister of
War.” 8 pon as the sitting was concluded, Count Grilnme
hied him to his masier o complain of Bach. His Imperiai
Mujesty caused Bach to appear in the presence, and remoa-
strated with him very seriously on the views which he, as
Minister of the Interior, had expressed in the cabinet council,
The imperial dissatisfaction was conveyed to Count Giuluy
in a similar manner. Bagh returiea nome from his inter-
view with the Emperor, and at once wrote a note demanding
his dismissal. This note was forwarded the same day to the
Emperor. The Emperor, somewhat stariled at this sudden
demand, hurried with the note to his mother, the Archduchess
Sophia, who undertook to mollify Bach and induce him to
retuin his office. Bach permitted himsell to be soothed by
the imperial ludy, and consented to her wishes.”

This is a fair sample of the way in which ailairs of state are
conducted in Vienns. The Emperor attempts to control the
decisions of his Ministers by the espionage and the dictation
of a fuvorite; fuiling in this, he runs like an offronted child
to his mother ; she soothes the imperial stripling, and restores
peace between him and his offended Minister. Can, or
ought, such a system of managing the affuirs of nearly
40,000,000 of homan beings be of long continuance

Many conferences have lately taken place at Vienna be-
tween Prince Schwarizenberg and the ambassadurs of Prussia
and Russin. The Baok of Vienna has just published a
return, showing that its notes in circulation amount to
£24,386,135 sterling, and its bullion and coin to £3, 111,399,

Letters from Roxe of the lst instant, state that French
troops were on the point of marching for Velletri, to receive
the Pore with all honors.

The dispute between Excrawo and Greece is yet unset-

tled, and various rumors are in circulation about it.
The Russiax Government has for some time been ma-
nceuvering in the Danubian principalities, with a view of hid-
ing its delermination to continue the occupation of those
Turkish depeadencies. On the lst of March the Russian
troops ought to have been reduced to 10,000 men ; they re-
mained, however, fo the number of 35,000. Tke King of
Denmanx is stated to be dangerously ill. His death would
involve the affuirs of northern Europe in greater intricacy than
ever, patticularly as relates to the Scuieswis-Hovrstrix
question.

3 o'clock.—A division in the House of Commons
last night, on the county court extension bill, left
ministers in the minority of 67 against 144, Per-
haps it cannot be said that the measure is altogether
a ministerial one, yet when it is considered’ that in
the minority of 67 there were no fewer than 30
official votes included, it has very much the appear-
ance of a Government question. ‘T'he majority was
composed of 67 Liberals, 30 Radical Reformers,
and 47 Protectionists. The minority of 17 Whigs
and Liberals, 30 officeholders, 12 Protectionists,
and 9 Reformers, ‘I'he Bishop of Exeler is cer-
tainly in earnest, for the costs which he has incur-
red }in the Gorham case amount to no less than
£14,000. The Daily News is publishing a series
of articles on the Coal and Iron T'rade of the United
States, based upon Mr. Bradford’s observations on
those subjects, and the statistics supplied by the
pamphlet published by Mr. Child, of Philadelphia.
These articles will tend to disperse the errors un-
der which some of our leading journalists, and
the bulk of the English people, labor upon these
subjects. At the Ironmasters’ meeting held at Bir-
mingham yesterday, it was represented that ¢ the
tone of the market was gloomy,” and the iron trade
of South Staffordshire as well as that of South
Wales was stated to be “entirely speculative.”
Prices were regarded as “ arbitrary,” but quoted as
follows: Bars, £6; rods, £6 to £6 10s.; hoops,
£6 10s.; sheets £7 10s., and pigs, £3 to £3 5s,
News from Paris represents the proceedings of the
Socialists at their electoral meetings as much more
violent than they were before the last election.

London Stock Exzchange, 3 o'clock.
Consols formoney........... aiewa e 95 10 95}
Consols for account (9th May)............ 95 to 96
. " Paris Bourse, April 11,
GperCents...coonvuverunnnsanss waes B9 45 ct.
L e A P S R e R e S S .65 fr. 60 ct.
Bank of Franea ....ocvvveen.. vesannaeea 2160 frs

At the Havre Cotton Market yesterday, sales were effected
of 800 tales; the demand was more regular, but without
any material change in price.

Take the following as a sample of a London duy, as re
spects the weather : At 8 in the morning, cloudy with spring
showers; 10, bright and clear sunshine ; 12, cloudy and heavy
rain; 1, the atmosphere is 53 murky and dark that candles
were necessary to see to read or write, even in tolerably open
situations; at 2 P. M., heavy rain and thunder; at 3, bright
clear eky and pure stmosphere.
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FOREIGN ITEMS.

The Rev. Canox Bowczs, the poet, whose controversy
with Byron may be recollected by many, died at Salisbary,
in England, on the 7th ultimo, at the advanced sge of 89.
Accounts from Russia announce that M. Bonisco, Minie-
ter of the Uzar to the United States, instead of being banished
10 Siberia, has been decorated by the Emperor with the grand
cross of ihe order of Waldimar.

Marlborcugh House, the residence of the late Queen Dow-

ager, bas becn given by her Majesty to the Prince of Wales.
The Prince, however, is too young to have a ** household "
of his own, and the Vernon pictures are to ornament the
empty house until the Prince shall be of age, or the National
Gallery ehall have been enlarged to receive them.
The Norfolk Chronicle announces that Dr. Worr has vol-
unteered to Lady Franklin to accompany the expedition to
the morth pole, or to go by land with the Esquimaux,
amongst whom some of his countrymen sre missionaries, in
search of Sir John Franklin.

An American churn has been exhibited before the Lord
Mayor of London, which in ten minutes produced fuur pounds
of butter from four quarts of cream,

Major General 8nitn (E. I C. 8 ) bhas arrived in Eng-
lsnd, after having served fifty-three years without having once
quitted India.

Among the effects sold last week at the Queen's house,
Lyndhurst, *“the celsbrated cost worn by the late Duke of
York at the visit of the allied sovereigns to England, said to
have cost £154 pounds, and presented by his royal Highness
to the late T'. White, Eaq.” was bought at £85.

There is at present residing in Bouthampton, England, an
old man named Wade, the last survivor of Capt. Cook’s com-
panions in bis voyuges round the world. He is ninety-nine
yeara of age, and ia in possession of all his facolties. He was
present at Capt. Cook's death, and himeelf received a spear-
wound from one of the Islanders,

The Emperor of Morocco has sent some native African
animais and birls as presents to Queen Victoria. They con-
sist of u lion, lioness, liger, five gozelles, and two pairs of
ostriches.

Itis stated in the Berliner Allgemeine Kirchen Zeitung
that the Jews have obisined a firman from the Porle granting
them permission to build a temple on Mount Zion. The pro-
jected edifice is Lo equal Solomon’s Tempie in magnificence.

Millions of money are said to have been collected for the pur-
pose in America alone.—N. Y, Evening Post.

FROM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT.

Parts, Arriv 11, 1850,

During the last week a highly interesting discus-
sion has occupied for two days the Assembly, the
Press, and the salons. It was in reference to a bill
regulating the punishnient of deportation or exile.
The uncertain state of politics in France, the exas-
peration of parties, tending, as is not permitted to
doubt, to violent collision, of very doubtful issue,
give to this question an gactuality which explains
the interest it excited. Every public man ard
almost every private man feels that it is a personal
concern of his own—that the law made to-day
might very possibly be applied to its authors to-
morrow. A curious state of things exists in France'
respecting the penalty in question. Article 17 of
the penal code defines deportation to consist in the
being transported and residing for life in a place
determined b{ the law without the continental ter-
ritory of the kingdom. The pain, applied to ordi-
nary offences, has had place, in the statute-book
since 1791, and applied to political offences since
1810. But the fact is that the place which was t»
have been designated by a subsequent law . 4.0
residence of the condfmnegl, never “os been so de-
signated ; 15 L@ éilect that, under the empire,
those who incurred this pain were confined in the
fort of Chalet Castel : ans since then either in the
citadél of Mount 8t. Michel, or of Doullens, within
the limits of France., It is in the latter that Bar-
bes, Blanqui, and the other insurgents of May and
June are now imprisoned. By the terms of the
present bill it is proposed that deportation and con-
finement in a fortress shall be applied in all cases
of political erimes which, prior to the abolition of
capital punishment for political offences, were pun-
ished with death. The bill designates the fortress
of Vaithan, in the Marquesas Tslands, as the place
of confinement. Simple deportation without im-
prisonment is awarded in cases where there are
declared to be extenuating circumstances. The
Island of Noukahiva is designated as the place of
banishment. The committee is of opinion that
simple deportation may be legally applied to the
actual prisoners of Doullens. The pain already
existed ; they were condemned to suffer it. The
present law only designates the place of punish-
ment, and will not therefore be liable to objection
as an ex post facto law. Confinement in the for-
tress of Vaithan cannot be applied to them : this is
an aggravation of previous legislation,

'The principal speaker against the bill was Victor
Hueo. This gentleman, this splendid orator, this
magnificent genius is henceforth lost, I am grieved to
say, to the cause of order. Itis a thousand pities
that he, that LamarTINE, that any men of their tem-
perament, should be tempted to descend from the
ethereal element in which they find their proper
mode of existence, to swim in the troubled sea of
politics. Poets are not made of the same stuff with
slatesmen, and never attempt to play their part with-
out quickly showing their incompetence and unfit-
ness, Hoe handles and plough frames are not
made of mahogany, Golnr
uses, but you cannot make an axe with them. La-
MARTINE has been fully tried, and found sadly
wanting in the practical qualities which an active,
successful, and useful participation in political af-
fairs requires., With a genius, a patriotism, and, I
may add, an honesty which none question, there
are probably not a hundred men in France who
would be willing' again to place the helm of State
in his hands, unless it were with the,hope and con-
fidence of soon, by means of him and because of
him, reaching a crisis, which might bring about, in
spite of him, the triumph of a cause which LaMAr-
TINE little thought and little desired to serve. Vic-
Tor Hueo is affording another illustration, Seizing,
or rather seized by a great and generous idea, it is
the fault of these arnfcm imaginations to_ seek its
immediate realization, taking no account-of the thou-
sand practical considerations which the man of
mere talent and common sense perceives to render
immediate realization inexpedient or impossible,
Hugo had the misfortune to deliver in the As-
sembly last January a most able and eloquent
speech on the public education bill, The views
he took, and which I thought no less wisely taken
than eloquently and forcibly exposed, differed, the
clerical party would tell you, foto celo from these
advocated by the Mimistry and the majority. He
opposed the priestly or jesuitical influence in the
University, which he said had ever been detestable,
and would ever be pernicious. That speech was
hypocritically lauded to the skies by the whole
Left. The Montagnards made the orator the ob-
jectof an ostentatious and noisy ovation. = Previ-
ously there had been no sympathy between Hugo
and the Mountain ; he hady ever been ranked and
hated as belonging to the liberal but sincere and
firm friends of order, having no communion with
the men of the barricades. But the Left thought
the moment favorable to establigh this communion.
They skilfully improved it. They wished to gain
this magnificent orator, one of the greatest ¢ i/lus-
trations” of France, to their cause: and they
commenced a course of artful perfidious wooing,
which, alas ! has ended in his seduction. His for-
mer friends, it must be admitted, but too well pro-
moted the alienation of Hugo by their intolerance
and abuse, They called him deserter and traitor
even before he had descended from the tribune in
January ; they jeered and twitted him with the ap-
plause elicited from the Mountain; a hundred
voices from the Right and Centre shouted, « Yees,
yes!' when the orator asked if he was  sus-
pected” by them? From that moment Hugo has
been retiring more and more to the Left: and his
speech of Friday last proves that he has only a
few more paces to take before arriving at the sum-
mit of the Mountain. Excepting its poetry and
frequent bursts of eloquence, which but one orator
in the House could equal, his speech of Friday
might well have come from Jules Favre or Ledru
Rollin. He summoned all his powers against the
deportation bill. From the beginning to the end he
was momently interrupted by the murmurs and

rotestations of the Right, and the plaudits of the

eft. Repeatedly the President was compelled to
call the Right to order. V. Hugo declared that the
bill was in fact a re-establishment of the pain of
death for political offences, which it was a chiel
glory of the revolution of February to have abol-
ished, and which Government dared not expressly
to restore: only instead of one executioner there
would be three—a murderous climate, exile, impri-
sonmgpt. And upon whom was it intended to ap-
ply this exceedingly cruel law? Upon men con-
demned for the most uncertain of all offences, po-
litical offences; by the mostuncertain of all justices,
political justice. Upon men, criminal in the eyes
of some, heroes in the eyes of others. He declar-
ed that acclimatization was impossible for the Eu-
ropean under the circumstances in which the con-
victs would be placed. The pain proposed was
less terrible in appearance, more horrible in fact,
than death in the ordinary mode.

¢ Gentlemen of the msjorily, do you know what you are
doing ! You are decrecing vengeance ! You shall receive
it! You carry sll before you now : you are the sirongest
to-day. Are you sure of being o to-morrow.”

A voice from the Right. **No, if many desert us as you
have done.”

V. Hugo. **There is no telling upon whom this law will
soon be applied. Perhaps at this very moment it is yourselves
that I am defending aguinst yourselves.”

Another voice from the Right. * Thank you; don’t give
yourself the trouble.”
V. Hugo. *'In certain events, unfortunately very possi-

ble, you cannot say what your own law will do with you.
Reflect ! My God ! you are shaiting your eyes to the fuiure,
Will you shut them oo on the past I

The Right. **Heis trying to frighten us. We will not

yiel."”

and silver have their |

V. Hug). 9 Gentlemen, your law is , barbarous,
'iquilonn. Your wislom, your bumanity :.i‘:!: >
jeot it. Wbumnﬁn'hinjuiu'lnah'.ﬂndm
justice there; and they who have made it are smilten, We
have a new society to preduce from the womb of the old so-
ciety. I am one of those who would fain not sacrifice either
mother or child. Ah'! we have not time to hate one another,
Hate spends force ; and of all ways of spending force, that is
the worst. Let us, on the contrary, unite all our efforts for
a common end—the good of the country. Instead of pain-
fully elaborating” laws of irritation and animosity, which ca-
lumniate their very authors, let us seek, unitedly and cordi-
n_lly 8s brothers, a solution of the fearful problem of civiliza-
tion which is befbre us, and which contains, according as we
perform our duty, the most deplorsble catastrophes or the
most magnificent futyre,”

At the close of ' his speech a burst of applause,
lo;!ﬁ. loud, and universal, rose from the Left, and
with one accord all the members of that side of the
House rose and descended into the passage to feli-
citate tie Orator on his descent from the tribune.
I he_m_llﬂ: Was suspended for half an hour. Let
E uo justice to M. Hugo. I do not believe that
there is a more sincere, honest, and conscientious
member of the Assembly. He is no violent and
bloody Revolutionist ; he is not of, though temporarily
among, the unscrupulous men of violence, the chiefs of the
ultrs Republican party ; and he would shrink with horror
from their contact, if by the unhappy concurrence of eircum-
stances, artfully made te cperate upon his generous but sen-
sitive disposition, he were not prevented fiom seeing them,
their means, and their end-, in their veritable light.

M. Rounxs, Minister of Justice, in & fow plain remarks,
did justice upon the brilliant phrases of the poet who preceded
him. Experience had proved, he said, and was every day
proving, that something more severe, intimidating, terrible,
than confinement in a fort within the territory of France, was
necessary to meet the exigencies of the actual situition. The
condemned laughs at your sentence for life. He awaits, he
expects the triumph of his party, when the prison doors will
instantly burst open for his deliverance. He still labors for
this triumph, He provokes it by inflammatory appeals to the
puflic through the press, against which the law is powerless,
for its puins are exhausted. In fact, the condemned insur-
gents, suffering as they have hitherto suffered, the penalty of
their crime, are etill the most formidable promoters of insur-
rection. It was absolutely necessary to put a stop to this.
They must be made to feel that if condemned for life they will
suffer for life. They must be removed from the sympathy of
family and friends, before whom, to the great danger of society,
they are ever presenting themselves as martyrs in the cause
of the people. Society cannot exist upon such conditions.
These arguments sppear to me unanswerable. The present
system is a mere mockery. There is no temor in it. Im-
prisonment, as heretofore practised, is even coveted as a means
of amassing a sort of political capital, which, when they shall
be releascd, (and they all expect to be released,) will be uti-
lized in the elubs, aud made to avail them for political pre=
ferment. De Flotte, one of the successful candidates of last
month in Paris, is a signal illustration. An insurgent of June,
1848, s pardoned tenant of the prison-ships, under sentence
of perpetual deportation, he is now, not in spite of that, but
because of that, a member of the §ational Assembly.

Admiral Dererer Trovanrs ascended the tribune after M.
Rouher, and bore the most positive {estimony in favor of the
climate of the Marquesas, It was he who took possession of
the ielands in the name of France. The islands to which it
is proposed to transport eonvicts are known to us by the names
of Nukahiwa, or Federal island, and Wahugs, or Washing-
ton island. ‘T'hey belong to the Washingion groupe of the
Merdana Archipelago.

The Assembly decided by a vote or 431 to 217 that the
bill should pass its second reading. Among those who ab-
stained from voting upon the occasion, it is curious to note
Fer. Barrot, Antoine Bonaparte, Briffiult, Ney de Moscowa,
Col. Ney, Persigny, all intimate friends or personally con-
nected with the President, De Remusat, Rochejaquelin.
Among those who voted for the bill I see the names of Odilon
Barrot, Gustave de Beaumont, Gen. Changarnier, Gen. La-
moricire, Gen. Bedeau ; among those who voted against it
Francois Arago, Napoleon Bonaparte, Pierre Bonaparte, Gen.
Cavaigoac, Lamartine, Mauguin, Gavini,and Gen. Montholon.

Emile Girardio, editor of the Presse, which is now the
leading organ of the Socialist Republican party, professes
to ba so enraptured with Hugo and his speech, that he
is haviog, at his own expense, a medal struck in honor of
the one and commemorative of the other. :

The diecussion of the deportation bill and the strong majo-
tity which seems dstermined to pass it, have, it is said,
stricken terror into the clubbists. Many of them even urge
another appeal to physical force rather than sce the project
become law. This cause of popular irritation is added, at the
present moment to another, viz, the rigorous measures for
summary elimination from the city of some four or five thou-
sand vagabonds and discharged convicts, who rub and murder,
and, ever ready for insurrection, hold the knife, as it were,
constantly upon the throat of Society. The last number
of the Napoleon, a litle weekly, known to be whitten under
the eye, if not with the pen of the President of the Republic,
devotes one of ils articles to'this subject, and to the numerous
forcign politcal refugees who find shelter in Paris, and have ever
furnished a strong quota to the force of French emeute. The

~dstermination of the Ministry to get rid of these eviis is avowed.

It was intended to ask a special law to this end, but the fear of
waking the ire of the press induced a postponement of this
bill, until it should be ascerlained that existing legislation is
insufficient,

It ia announced that Ministers have determined rot to press
until some time next month their new bill for the absolute in-
terdiction of clube during another year, and giving the police
discretionary control over electoral meetings.

Commercial affairs, not in Paris only, but throughout
France, have languished sensibly since the elections in the
capital last month. This is admitted even by those who argue
that the definitive triumph of the advanced republican party
would be surely and speedily followed by revival of confidence
and general prosperity. They atuibute the decline to studied
elfort on the part of reactionists to preduce a panic which
should operate politically. ‘A momentary stupor did certainly
seizo upon all the conservative classes after the 10th of March.
But it was not of long duration : for the elections in the de-
partments were, upon the whole, encoutsging ; and the rigor
with which the President, in concert with the parliamentary
majority, seemed determined to sct against the Socialist De-
mocrats, tended to re-nssure the timid, and restore movement.”
to commercial affairs. The effoct of the elections upon busi-
nees and society in Paris, especially, was much exaggerateds
Some of the wealthy and noble fanignasﬂ who, in ordinary
times, abound in this plessure-loving capital, did, panie
stricken, demand their passports; but the numerous and
splendid equipages which every afternoon enliven the Champes
Elysees, the gay and brilliant promenaders who throng the
Boulevards and the public gardens, the parties and halls
which, though the season may be said to be over, still con=
tinue, show that Paris has not suffered so much as was repre=
sented. Indecd, intelligent persons, the most disposed to re-
gord the Socialist triumph of the 10th of March as a grave
fact, and of ominous import for the future, did not apprehend
the immediate violence and anarchy which would counsel
flight to the prudent.

The last eommercial reports show that the price of grain is
still falling, and the abundant crops which are every where
anticipated make it impossible to put a limit (o the decline.
By the tabular statement of the price of wheat in thirty of
the principal French markets, prepared at the end of each
month, ander the eys of Government, to regulate the duties -
of importation and exportation, it app that the aversge
price the lst of this month was 14f. 0dc. the hectolitre, (2§
bushels ) The cold which prevailed in the south during the
last fortnight of March has much injured the vine, the olive,
mulberry, and fiuit trees. The prices of olive oil, silks, and
dried fruits are expected to rise in consequence.

A general Council of Agriculture, Manufactures, and Com-
merce, the first that bas been held since 1846, was opened
four days since at the Lugembourg palace, by the President
of the Republic in persn. In his address he alluded to the
l'nguishing condition of the great intercats which had called
the council together; attribured it to the jnstability of po'itical
affsirs and genersl want of confidence in the fiture ; and he
invoked the aid of all sensible men to give Government the
strongth that “was to maintain order and the

supremacy of law. With the aid of the Assembly he would




